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     On August 21, 2011 Bret Durisin (Seen holding  his electric plane) 
achieved his level A flying status.  Bill Ritchie has just given him the good 
news.  Bret was in training with Bill Ritchie and Mark Sisley, two pilot train-
ers.  But wait! Does this mean that Bret can also fly fuel powered aircraft?  
The answer is no.  Bret must also show competence flying fuel powered air-
craft because fuel powered aircraft have different preparation for flight than 
electric aircraft-starting the engine, adjusting the carburetor, and landing 
safely if the engine quits in flight to mention a few differences.  To achieve 
Level A for fuel powered aircraft, Bret must also take a test to show compe-
tence flying fuel powered aircraft.                                    Photos by Ron Arif  

    At our Sept.1st meeting, Happ 
Farr, holding his computer driven 
electric glider, gave a demonstra-
tion on how the “Ruby” system 
is used to maintain flight after the 
plane is programmed.  The pro-
gram is contained in a small 
memory card similar to those 
found in digital cameras.    Photos 
sent in by Roger Brandan. 

     You cannot buy a plane and expect it to land by itself according to Happ Farr who is in the process of getting his electric 
glider programmed for computer controlled flight.  The “Ruby system” is a computer program contained in the plane that 
must be programmed by updating software into the memory card.  The company first asked Happ for the center of gravity of 
his plane-that information had to be downloaded into the chip.  Updated information also includes control of the ailerons, 
elevator and throttle.  Happ showed how the ailerons automatically moved when he tilted his plane from a horizontal posi-
tion.  The altitude of the airplane is set by climbing gradually and moving the throttle to full, setting the altitude in the memory 
card.  If the plane starts to descend, the throttle will increase to allow the plane to climb back to its original altitude.  The 
Ruby system has limitations.  According to Happ, you cannot program your plane to fly into your noisy neighbor’s house.  The 
range of the system is about 450 feet.  To override a control such as the aileron, simply move the stick all the way to gain 
control of the plane.  The cost is about $550 for limited planes and $350 for the Beta system, according to Happ.  Eventually, 
Happ will have his plane fully programmed by the company, and yes, the plane can be programmed to land by itself.  
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September 2011 MEETING MINUTES: 
* The meeting was called to order by President, Bob Brassell at 6:35 PM on September 1, 2011  

at Crawford Field.    
* Secretary, Bob Slivka read the minutes from the previous meeting.  Mark Sisley motioned to accept the 

minutes, and seconded by Hap Farr; the minutes were accepted. 
* Financial Report:  No report was given 
* Membership Report: As of August 18, 2011, Chris Bonner reported 97 members of LCRC. 

If you are not a member yet, get your application and payment to Chris Bonner by mail.  There is a $10 
late fee after February.  

* Field Maintenance: The old mower is in good running condition and we may sell it later   The new mower 
was recently purchased and is working well.. 

* Safety Report.  No Report 
* “Club 40 “Pylon Racing Report: Our 6th race is September 10th at Crawford Field starting at 10:00AM. 
* Club Raffle:  The raffle was won by Bob Brassell who won a $50.00 gasoline card. 
 Old Business: 
* Bob Brassell gave thanks to all who participated in Model Mania.  The Rain Make up date on August 

21st had a good turnout, about 150 spectators.  There were many good comments.  The Boy Scouts did 
OK by selling all of their food and drink.  The PA worked well.  The Civil Air Patrol did well. 

* Bob Brassell  suggested that we hold Model Mania on a Saturday and the make up would be Sunday.  
Then only one weekend  would be used.  There may not be any jet aircraft if held on Saturday due to 
work day.   

* The morning Journal of Lorain Ohio had a story about Model Mania. 
* The clean up of trash was OK. 
 New Business: 
*  Jose Borgess talked about the endurance competition fun fly to be held at Crawford Field on September 

17, 2011, time to be determined(perhaps 10:30AM).  Any standard plane with any standard engine.  The 
planes will fly until they land or run out of fuel.  The last man down wins.  The planes will be matched by 
wing loading (See more details on page 4).  Jose will get a link to the web site and send out an e-mail to 
members describing more details.  $40.00 has been set aside for prizes.  Pictures of the event may be 
sent to Model Aviation 

* Bill Ritchie said we do not have a system to be used with a spectrum radio for pilot training.  George 
Sarvay motioned to spend $100. for an entire system to be used with a spectrum radio and seconded by 
Jose Borgess.  The motion was passed by members.  

* The FCC new rules governing Radio Controlled Aircraft was moved back.  We do not believe the new rules 
will impact our sport. 

* Hap Farr gave a presentation on the Ruby system, a system that programs the flight of a plane and then 
automatically duplicates the flight, maintaing aileron, rudder, elevator control, and altitude.  The system is 
capable of having the plane land by itself.  Updates are needed by the company that are downloaded into 
the plane’s memory card (similar to a camera memory card (More details on page 1). 
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2011 MINUTES CONTINUED: 

New Business: 
* Jose Borgess mentioned a demonstration of UAV to be held in Kent Ohio..  The UAVs cannot fly more than 400 

feet high and cannot weigh more than 300 pounds. 

* Fuel Raffle:  Tom Masaitis won a gallon of glow fuel. 
* Mark Sisley motioned to adjourn, seconded by Larry Romanauski; the meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Continue to be aware of the 10mph limit as you drive to and from Crawford Flying Field! 
* Continue to be aware of Safety Rules! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                  OFFICER CONTACT NUMBERS 
President                    Robert Brassell                 rjbrassell@gmail.com                                          440-315-4633 

Vice President            John Halfhill                     halfhilljetflyer@windstream.net                          440-365-7769 

Secretary                   Robert Slivka     robertslivka@hotmail.com         440-748-3208  

Treasurer                   Boro Pizir                         bpizir@windstream.net                                       440-281-1929 

Membership      Chris Bonner                    cbrxman@yahoo.com                                         440-463-6810 

Safety Officer      James Kingsley                  jtk3038@aol.com                                               440-967-1371 
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Endurance Competition Fun-Fly September 17, 2011 
Our second fun-fly will be September 17th with time to be announced (probably at 10:30 AM)  At our September 1st 
meeting, Jose Borges described the details of the event.  I included his e-mail below for the details.  Please join us as a par-
ticipant or a spectator at this event, and check your e-mail for the determined time.  These events are always a lot of fun. 

Good evening all, 

     Per our meeting today our first Endurance Fun-Fly is scheduled for September 17th time TBD. 

     Like I said in previous e-mail any plane, any size, any powerplant go. 

 

RULES: 
1- Airplane must be stock.  No modification or alterations.  Engine/motor must be within mfg recommendations, 
same goes for fuel tank/battery volt/mah, wing span. 

2- Categories will be created based on wing loading.  Minimum 4 planes to open a category. 
3- Depending on how many entries are for a specific category they could be split in more than one heat.  Planes 
in take off at the same time.  Clock start. 

4- Fly over the field observing AMA maximum altitude limit (400 ft) per pilot honor code.  More on that later. 
5- The last plane landing wins (following club safety rules).  Clock stop.  If more that one heat is needed the win-
ners of those heats will fly against each other in a final heat. 

     I'm sure we are all going to have fun and will be talking about this for a long time. 

To enter send me an e-mail with the following information: 
Your name      model name      frequency/channel      wing area (sq/ft)      weight (oz)       engine (cuin/cc)/motor 
(kv)        fuel tank(oz)/battery capacity (volt/mha) 

 
The day of the competition the plane will be inspected, wing span, weigh, engine, fuel capacity etc. to ensure it is 
in the right category.  All planes will be re-weighed.  Have the model manual available if needed.  If your plane is a 
scratch build I will compare your data and you plane will be allocated with similar planes. 

     Join us and sign in, I double dare you to fly longer than me! 

     Questions, ideas, suggestions are welcome. 

 

Notes: 
1- To calculate wing area, measure from wing tip to wing tip (wins installed) in inches and divide by 12.  Same for 
wing chord.  Planes with tapered wing add wing tip chord and root chord measurements and divide by 2, then 
divide by 12.  Multiply wing span by wing chord and you should have wing area in sq/ft. 
2- A fish scale or food scale can be used to weight the plane in oz.  If not a bathroom scale can be used for a 
rough wt estimate.  If in lbs remember to multiply by 16 to get oz.   Weigh empty fuel of course. 
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New Plane Built and Flown 

My 1/3 scale scratch-built Sopwith Triplane made her maiden flights this past weekend at the 
2011 Hoosier Dawn Patrol. Waited until the wind settled down late in the evening so excuse 
the low light. 55lbs. GT 80 powered (6 h.p.), 32 oz /sq.ft. wing loading. Practically flew hands 
off on take-off. It's weight makes for realistic take-off and landing rolls in calm air. No "funny 
stuff" yet, need to do static testing on flying wires. Next appearance at the Dayton Dawn 
Patrol Rendezvous later this month.   Jeff Shutic 

Pictures and 
article sent in 
by Jeff Shutic. 
Picture at left 
shows Jim 
Suchy and Jeff 
Shutic at the 
Dayton Dawn 
Patrol  
Rendezvous  
with  the 
Sopwith 
Triplane. 



 
PAGE 6             WWW.LCRC.ORG 

Coming Events 

The September 10th Pylon Race at Crawford Field was rained out and cancelled.  The last pylon race is 
scheduled for September 24th at Crawford Field.  A make up date for the Sept. 10th race may be re-
scheduled in  
October. 

Night Fly at Suburban Field on September 16th starting at 8:00PM until whenever.  Everyone welcome. 


